 

VA National Standards of Practice: 508 Compliance Checklist
VA National Standards of Practice

This checklist is intended to provide VA employees with a high-level overview of 508 Compliance for documents and presentations created during the development of national standards of practice (NSP). Note, this does not address document type-specific questions between Word, PowerPoint, and PDFs. 
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General
1. If using a Microsoft or Adobe program, use the “check accessibility” tool, to determine if there are any accessibility concerns.
2. Color Contrast
a. Confirm that all writing and graphics adhere to color contrast rules to guarantee that words and icons are legible and easily read.
b. If you do not have a program downloaded to check contrast, this website allows you to input color codes manually to check contrast: https://webaim.org/resources/contrastchecker/
3. Images
a. Confirm that all images and graphics have alternative text describing the image for screen readers.
b. If an image or graphic is decorative, make sure it is marked as decorative without alternative text.
4. Reading Order
a. Confirm reading order on every page is correct, reading every important aspect, and makes logical sense in its reading order.
b. Delete any extra spaces at the end of each sentence or paragraph.
5. NOAA Created a video overview of 508 Compliance in the federal government: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h8SBp5gv3ro 
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